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Preamble
　We the people of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America. 



The general introduction to constitution

 Position: 
    1. The basic instrument of American 
Government.
    2. The supreme law of the land.
    3. The basis for political stability, economic 
growth and social progress.
Characteristic: 
     The oldest written constitution in the world                       



• Federalism means the division of the powers of 
government between the nation and the state. Each 
American is subject to two governments:

• 1) the government of his state and 
• 2) the government of the Union. 
• The states have the primary functions of providing law 

and order, education, public health and most of the 
things, which concern day-to-day life. 

• The federal government at Washington is concerned 
with foreign affairs and with matters of general concern 
to the states, including commerce between the states.

Federalism



The Separation of  Powers



Article  1. 

    Sec.1.  All legislative Powers 
herein granted shall be vested in a 
Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of  a Senate and 
a House of  Representatives.

Legislative—the Congress



    The United States Congress is 
the bicameral legislature of the federal 
government of the United States, 
consisting of the Senate, its upper house, 
and the House of Representatives, its 
lower house. Congress meets in 
the Capitol in Washington, D.C. 



Congressional Power

Congress's power of the purse authorizes taxing 
citizens, spending money, and printing currency. 

Congress has an important role in national defense, 
including the exclusive power to declare war, to 
raise and maintain the armed forces, and to make 
rules for the military. 



One of Congress's foremost non-
legislative functions is the power to 
investigate and oversee the executive 
branch. 

Congress can establish post offices and post roads, 
issue patents and copyrights, fix standards of weights and 
measures, establish Courts inferior to the Supreme Court



The Constituents of the 
Congress

    Both representatives and senators are chosen 
through direct election. There are 535 voting 
Members of Congress; the House of 
Representatives has a membership of 435 and 
the Senate has a membership 100. 



The Senate
    The United States Senate is the upper house of 
the bicameral legislature of the United States 

    Regardless of population, each of the 50 states 
has two senators; the 100 senators each serve a 
six-year term. The terms are staggered so every 
two years approximately one-third of the Senate 
is up for election. The District of Columbia elects 
two shadow senators, but they are officials of the 
D.C. city government and not members of the U.S. 
Senate. 





• Qualifications and Elections

Article I, Section 3 of the Constitution sets three 
qualifications for senators: 

1) they must be at least 30 years old, 

2) they must have been citizens of the United 
States for at least the past nine years, and

3) they must be inhabitants of the states they 
seek to represent at the time of their election. 



    Elections to the Senate are held on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in 
even-numbered years, Election Day, and 
coincide with elections for the House of 
Representatives. 



House of Representatives
• Apportionment



    Under Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution, seats in 
the House of Representatives are apportioned among the 
states by population, as determined by 
the census conducted every ten years. Each state, 
however, is entitled to at least one Representative. 

Each state has 
one seat in the 
House of 
Representatives 
for every 1/435 
share that it has 
of the whole US 
population. 

The total number of voting representatives is fixed by 
law at 435. 



    The composition and powers of the House are 
established in Article One of the Constitution. 
The major power of the House is to 
pass federal legislation that affects the entire 
country although its bills must also be passed 
by the Senate and further agreed to by 
the President before becoming law

 (unless both the House and Senate re-pass the 
legislation with a two-thirds majority in each 
chamber).  

The Powers of House of Representatives



Executive—the Government

The executive branch is the part 
of government that has 
sole authority and responsibility for the 
daily administration of the state. The 
executive branch executes the law. 

What is the executive branch 
(government)?



Article  2. 
    Sec.1.  The executive Power shall be vested in 

a President of the United States of America. 
He shall hold his office during the Term of four 
years……



The President
    The President of the 
United States of America is 
the head of state and head of 
government of the United 
States. The president leads 
the executive branch of 
the federal government and 
is the commander-in-chief of 
the United States Armed 
Forces. 



• Powers and Duties
Article I legislative role
1. Sign the legislation 

2. Veto the legislation and return it to 

Congress 

3. Take no action. 

Article II executive powers
War and foreign affairs powers: command of the United States 
Armed Forces as commander-in-chief. 

Administrative powers
The president is the head of the executive branch of the federal 
government and is constitutionally obligated to "take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed." 



• How to elect a president?

Eligibility

A president must:
1. be a natural-born citizen of the United 
States;
2. be at least thirty-five years old;
3. have been a permanent resident in the 
United States for at least fourteen years.



• Campaigns and nomination

a series of 
presidential 
primary 
elections and 
caucuses held in 
each state 

the presidential 
nominating 
conventions held 
by each political 
party 



• held in each U.S. state and territory 

• between January and June before the 
general election in November. 

• indirect election: instead of voters directly 
selecting a particular person running for 
President, it determines how many delegates 
each party's national convention will receive 
from their respective state. These delegates 
then in turn select their party's presidential 
nominee. 

primary elections and caucuses



the presidential nominating conventions

    It held every four years in the United States by 
most of the political parties who will be fielding 
nominees in the upcoming U.S. presidential 
election. The most successful candidate is made 
the party's nominee for president. Typically, the 
party's presidential candidate chooses a vice 
presidential nominee  



    Nominees campaign across the country to 
explain their views, convince voters and solicit 
contributions. Much of the modern electoral 
process is concerned with winning swing 
states through frequent visits and mass media 
advertising drives. 



Election and oath
    Presidents are elected indirectly in the United States. A 
number of electors, collectively known as the Electoral 
College, officially select the president. On Election Day, 
voters in each of the states and the District of 
Columbia cast ballots for these electors. Each state is 
allocated a number of electors, equal to the size of its 
delegation in both Houses of Congress combined. 



The president's term of office begins at noon on 
January 20 of the year following the election. This 
date, known as Inauguration Day, marks the 
beginning of the four-year terms of both the 
president and the vice president. 



    Before executing the powers of the office, a 
president is constitutionally required to take 
the presidential oath:

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully    
execute the Office of President of the United States, 
and   will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United States.

    Although not required, presidents have traditionally 
palmed a Bible while swearing the oath and have 
added, "So help me God!" to the end of the oath.



    The Vice President, together with the President of the 
United States, is indirectly elected by the people through 
the Electoral College to a four-year term of office. The 
Vice President is the first person in the presidential 
line of succession, and would ascend to the 
Presidency upon the death, resignation, or removal of 
the President. 

• Vice President of the United States



Political parties of the United States

u The modern political party system in the United 
States is a two-party system dominated by the 
Democratic Party and the Republican Party. 

uSeveral other third parties from time to time 
achieve relatively minor representation at the 
national and state levels. 



 Democratic Party

u The Democratic Party is one of two major 
political parties in the United States. 
uThe party's socially 
liberal and progressive platform is largely 
considered center-left in the U.S. political 
spectrum



Republican Party
uIt is often referred to as the Grand Old Party or 
the GOP despite the fact that the Democratic party 
is actually older. 

u They were founded in 1854 and are considered 
conservative. 



Judicial—the Supreme Court
The Supreme Court is the highest court in 
the federal court system.

Article  3.
    Sec.1.  The judicial power of the United 
States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, 
and in such inferior Courts as the Congress 
may from time to time ordain and establish.



1. The court deals with matters pertaining to the 
federal government, disputes between states, 
and the cases involving foreign dignitaries, etc.

2.  Only organ to interpret the constitution;
3.  Below the Supreme Court are the courts of 

appeals, and below them in turn are the district 
courts, which are the general trial courts for 
federal law. 

4.  A chief Justice and 8 associate ones;






